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Stone Age Workshop - Evaluation of Risk 
 

This information has been put together to help you plan a safe and enjoyable visit to Chiltern Open Air 
Museum.  It can be used to help you fill in your risk assessment but we still advise you to visit the Museum free of charge 
before your school visit. 
 

Please remember to ask for help from any member of the Museum team at any time during your visit. 
 

Hazard Level 
of Risk 

What the Museum does to minimise the  
risk … 

What you are responsible for … 

Burns from open fires Low o The fire will only be lit inside a designated hearth area and will 
have a visual barrier of logs around it. 

o Although the children will be seated around the fire area they will 
be taught the correct fire safety procedures and made aware that 
the space around the fire is not to be entered at any time.   

o The workshop leader always carries a safety bag, which contains a 
fire blanket and instant ice packs. 

o The workshop leader always carries a 2-way-radio in case of any 
emergency and we always have a qualified first aider on duty 
during your visit. 

o Please ensure that every member of your party (adult and 
child) follows instructions given by a member of the Museum 
team at all times. 

o It is essential that no member of your party cross the visual log 
barrier or enters the area immediately surrounding the fire. 
You are responsible for the behaviour of every member of 
your party. 

o Please ensure that there is at least one qualified first aider 
with your party and that they carry a first aid kit. 

 

Reactions to allergens 
-Asthma, Eczema and 
other allergies 

Low o This workshop involves roasting hazelnuts over an open fire.  If you 
have any members of your party who will be adversely affected 
by this then please contact us as soon as possible.  We are able to 
roast parsnips instead of hazelnuts during our Stone Age workshops 
but please be aware that they will be roasted in a fire hearth 
which has previously contained nuts. 

o We never offer the children the opportunity to eat the roasted nuts 
whilst they are with us at the Museum.  We give the roasted nuts to 
the teacher to take back to school. 

o Children will be handling animal skins, flints, cotton wool, hessian, 
twigs and leaves during this workshop.  Please advise us if a child 
has a severe allergy to any of these items so that we can adapt as 
is possible.  We can provide non-powdered vinyl gloves for 

children suffering from eczema during activities where necessary.  
o Our fire lighting takes place in the open air so where a child is 

affected by asthma, there should be minimum difficulty.  However, 
it will be helpful for us to be aware of any medical issues of this 
nature and we would ask the adult in charge to manage this 
situation in the manner most appropriate for the child.   

 
 

o Please make sure that adult helpers are aware if any child in 
their group has any allergies and that any required 
medication is carried with the sufferer. 

o Please inform us before your visit of any known food allergies 
or allergies which will require the use of vinyl gloves. 
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Inappropriate 
behaviour by any 
member of your party 

Low o We provide guidance on our website to help you to have an 
enjoyable and safe visit. 

o We provide as much information as possible on the buildings and 
activity workshops to help you to plan appropriately. 

o We welcome phone calls to clarify any additional concerns you 
may have about aspects of your visit. 

o If any member of your group behaves in a way that endangers 
themselves or other people during your visit, especially in activity 
workshops, then we reserve the right to stop the activity workshop 
immediately or, in extreme cases, ask your party to leave the site.  

o Please ensure that you and the other adult helpers help the 
children in their groups as much as possible during their visit, 
especially during the activities included in the workshops. 

o Please ensure that every member of your party (adult and 
child) follows instructions given by a member of the Museum 
team. 

 

Tripping and Falling Low o Before each workshop the Mesolithic workshop area will be 
checked for any branches which would be considered a tripping 
hazard.  All such branches will be moved or removed to minimise 
the risk for children and adults using the area.  Similarly, after 
particularly adverse weather we will check all overhanging 
branches to ensure that there is minimal risk of falling hazards. 

o Our trees are checked annually by a tree surgeon and on a 
monthly basis by our site manager to ensure maximum safety at all 
times for visitors.  

o We ask that you take particular care with your clothing for this 
workshop and make sure that you are wearing strong, safe and 
sensible footwear.   

 

o Please ask every member of your party (adult and child) to 
wear suitable footwear during their visit to the Museum. 

o Please ask every member of your party (adult and child) to 
watch where they are walking, especially in woodland areas 
where there will be rabbit holes and badger setts.  

 
 
 
 

Bites & stings from 
insects, nettles 
 
Poisoning from plants 
or berries 
 
Scratching from small 
sticks 

Low o Please be aware that the Museum is a natural countryside site and 
as such is home to a variety of flora and fauna. 

o We work towards ensuring that pathways, around buildings, 
communal common ground and activity workshop spaces are as 
free from nettles as possible.  

o Children will be advised on the safe way to collect sticks and how 
to use small sticks to attach the hessian cloth to the temporary 
structures. 

o We ask that you take particular care with your clothing for this 

workshop.  We recommend that children wear long trousers and 
long sleeved tops.   

o We strongly recommend that no plants, fungi or berries should be 
picked unless guidance and permission is given by a member of the 
Museum team. 

 
 
 

o Please make sure that adult helpers are aware if any child in 
their groups has any allergies to bites and stings, and that 
any required medication is carried with the sufferer. 

o Please ask every member of your party (adult and child) to 
wear suitable clothing and footwear during their visit to the 
Museum. 
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Accidental harm from 
Museum equipment 
used in activity 
workshops 

Low o We regularly inspect and maintain equipment used in activity 
workshops.  

o Our activity workshop leaders and assistants will provide you and 
your group with instructions on the safe use of equipment during 
your visit. 

o When using specialist equipment (for example the fire strikers and 
flint) children will be supervised on a one to one basis by the 
workshop leader or designated adult in charge of the activity. 

o Please ensure that every member of your party (adult and 
child) follows instructions given by a member of the Museum 
team. 

 

Specific elements of 

risk related to specific 
pieces of equipment 
used during this 
workshop 

Medium o Use of flint and steel.  Children will be given guidance on how to 

create a small spark using fire-strikers.  This will be conducted in a 
one to one situation with the workshop leader or designated adult 
and the process will be modelled by the adult in charge to show 
best and safe practice.  Gloves will be available for children to use 
if the school prefers this, though our experience shows that gloves 
can hamper the children’s fine motor skills and hence increase the 
difficulty of this activity.   

o Use of bow to light a fire.  The procedure will be modelled and 
supervised by the workshop leader or designated adult.  Children 
will be shown how to safely hold the stick and bow and how the 
heat produced will create smoke.  It is not anticipated that the 
children will have the expertise or strength to create an actual 
flame, it is more the modelling of the process which the workshop 
aims to show.  However, their use of this equipment will be 
supervised in a one to one or one to two situation and if any 
smouldering occurs the activity will cease immediately. 

o Friction burns, smoke inhalation and finger trapping are all minor 
risks and will be avoided through appropriate use of the equipment 
which the workshop leader will model.  Children will be closely 
supervised at all points during the use of this equipment. 

o Scraping their name/mark onto a tribal stick using a flint.  Children 
will wear gloves while using the flint and will have the sensible use 
of a flint edge modelled for them by the workshop leader. 

o Attaching the hessian to the temporary structures.  All loose 
branches will be re-attached before the workshop begins and if a 
branch is to be re-attached as part of the activity the children will 
have this pointed out to them as the activities start.  

o Using safety needles to sew hessian pouches.  Children will be 
shown the safe use of needles and will be supervised during this 
activity by an adult. 

o Please ensure that every member of your party (adult and 

child) follows instructions given by a member of the Museum 
team. 

o You are responsible for the behaviour of your party at all 
times. 
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