
 
 

A generic planning document for KS2 creative writing 
 Supporting children as they explore the characters and the context of the story of Wolf Brother 

 

The aim of this planning is to support a visit to Chiltern Open Air Museum where we will explore character and context with the children.  We have created 

this planning to ensure that children gain the best possible learning outcomes both during and following their visit.   

It is assumed that children will have read and talked about the text before they visit so that they are familiar with the story.  During their visit we will be 

exploring the story context in the manner suggested during the imitation and innovation stages of the Talk4Writing process:  

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/portfolio-items/t4wexplanation/ 

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/about/ 

 

Our Theme Day focuses upon the middle Stone Age period (the Mesolithic) context in which Torak lived.  We have worked with archaeologists to create 

a replica context which is accessible for children.  We focus on the skills required to survive and introduce the idea of ritual which archaeologists believe 

was a significant feature of Mesolithic culture.  Ideally, the children will be familiar with the story of Wolf Brother before visiting the Museum though 

this is not essential.  http://www.michellepaver.com/wolf-brother/ 

 

Learning 
Outcome 

Lesson content Learning techniques Success Criteria 

 
Identify and 
become familiar 
with the 
characters 
included in the 
story 

Identify the characters in the story of Wolf Brother: 
Torak 
Fa 
Wolf 
Renn 
The Clan Mage 
 
Explore these characters with the children   

 What conversations might they have had 
together – hot seating is a helpful approach 

Hot seating 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuoxFe-UzqM 
 
 
 
Miming or freeze frame an emotion or feeling 
 
Take part in imaginary conversations – using 
puppets or physical props to represent characters 
can help children overcome any initial shyness 
 
 

Children will: 
Be able to identify key 
characters within the 
story. 
Be able to identify how 
these characters might 
have spoken to each 
other. 
Be able to identify the 
different emotions ‘felt’ 
by the characters 

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/portfolio-items/t4wexplanation/
http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/about/
http://www.michellepaver.com/wolf-brother/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuoxFe-UzqM


 
 

 Discuss how Torak would have had to adjust  
when moving from living an isolated life with Fa 
to a life surrounded by all the people of the clan 

 Discuss the reality of death and how a ‘fight to 
the death’ was perfectly acceptable 

 Explore the role of a clan mage – they seem to 
have particular characteristics (left handed) and 
powers to protect or harm.  Are there people in 
our society who equate to this role? 

 
Identify and 
explore the 
context of the 
Stone Age 
 

Explore with the children how the UK might have looked 
during the Stone Age era. 
It may be easier to discuss what they would not have 
been able to see (and hence hear, see, smell, etc.) in 
order to work backwards to the Mesolithic landscape.   
 
There are a selection of artist impressions based on 
authentic sources which may be helpful when exploring 
this context with your children, (see links below): 
http://www.archaeology.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2013/12/Fig-5.jpg 
http://www.wessexarch.co.uk/blogs/news/2006/12/01/
visualising-past-3d-river-arun 
 

 Invite the children to ‘step into’  the past era of the  
   Stone Age using images (if this is helpful for them) 

 Discuss how life was a question of survival as there  
   was no food unless it was caught (fishing & animals) it 
   grew (berries and  nuts), foraged (eggs, snails, roots)                                                                        

 

 Discuss clothing and keeping warm – what would    
people wear – how would they look? 

Allow children to talk through ideas as a class group, 
in talking pairs and also to record independently on 
personal white boards or notebooks 
 
Stepping into the picture  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQ6KeSzJuPs 

Children will: 
Have a vocabulary of 
description to identify 
what it was like to live 
during the Stone Age era 
and the dynamics of 
sustaining life in this 
context. 

http://www.archaeology.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Fig-5.jpg
http://www.archaeology.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Fig-5.jpg
http://www.wessexarch.co.uk/blogs/news/2006/12/01/visualising-past-3d-river-arun
http://www.wessexarch.co.uk/blogs/news/2006/12/01/visualising-past-3d-river-arun
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQ6KeSzJuPs


 
 

 Explore the dynamics of a life lived in this way and    
the nature of a moving clan who ‘followed the food’ 
   and didn’t settle in one place 

 
 

 
Visit the 
Museum and 
take part in The 
Wolf Brother 
literacy theme 
day 
 

During their sessions at the Museum children will have an opportunity to interact with the characters from the 
story: 

 They will meet a Deer Mage, who explains about the threat of the huge, deadly bear: he helps the  
children create a totem to keep them safe whilst they are visiting 

 They will meet a Mesolithic hunter who introduces them to his latest kill (all replica and ‘soft toy’ based) 
who explains how essential each part of the animal was for survival. 

 They will either create a replica weapon or follow descriptions from Torak’s wolf cub to explore and 
identify different features on the site – they may wish to make a group journey stick to take back to 
school with them 

 

Children will: 
Meet and interact with 
characters (inferred from 
the story) 
Physically experience the 
landscape context of 
Mesolithic England 
Gain historical context 
through activity and 
experience which can be 
transferred to creative 
writing outcomes. 
 

 
Revisit the 
characters 
explored prior 
to your visit and 
add inferred 
characters to 
the story 
 

Revisit the characters and record new insights from the 
interactions which took place during their visit   
 
Take time to explore how different Mesolithic characters 
interacted with them personally and how they might 
have interacted with others.  For example – the deer 
mage had clearly met with Torak and knew his story, can 
they imagine how this conversation might have 
sounded? 
 
Begin to record these ideas to be used later for creative 
writing or other outcomes. 
 

Hot seating 
Puppetry 
Miming 
Acting out aspects of the story 
 

Children will: 
Embed the interaction 
and experiences from 
their visit to Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 
Build a vocabulary of 
conversation, and 
‘feeling’ to use within 
their writing 



 
 

 
Revisit the 
context 
explored prior 
to your visit – 
identify new 
contextual 
understanding 
 

Explore with the children the context they experienced 
at the Museum – what particularly impacted them – can 
they now understand more fully how people lived during 
the Stone Age period? 
 
Photographs of the day can support their recall. 
Revisit each of the workshops:  

 Meeting the deer mage – what struck them 
most about this experience – how might this 
character ‘appear’ in their writing?   

 Meeting the hunter and  helping him to use 
every part of the animal – how did they feel 
about this process – were they sad for the 
animal – how would they feel if they were 
starving like Torak was during the opening 
chapters of Wolf Brother? 

 
Collect words to describe each of these experiences 
 and build a word picture of the different contexts  
explored during their day 
  

Group collating of vocabulary 
Talk partners 
Independent recording onto white boards/ 
workbooks  
Photographs used to recall experiences 
 

Children will: 
Revisit their memories of 
the day and draw on 
these 
Embed their experience 
by talking about it  
Record key vocabulary to 
describe the various 
contexts they accessed 
while on their visit 

 
Produce a 
quality piece of 
creative writing  
 

Using the collated vocabulary and discussions during the 
previous four sessions, work with the children as is 
appropriate for your class group to create creative 
writing based upon the Wolf Brother story and the 
context of the Stone Age as a setting 
  
 
You may wish to draft many times before the final story 
emerges.  
 

Techniques most appropriate for your class group 
may include: 

 Class group drafting 

 Paired talking and writing 

 Independent writing 

 Story boarding 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OU69sG0efO8 
 

Children will: 
Produce a piece of 
quality writing reflecting 
the characters and 
context they have 
experienced, based on 
the story of Wolf Brother 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OU69sG0efO8

