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Introduction



Introduction

This resource pack is designed to accompany a visit to Chiltern Open Air

Museum.

This pack should be of use to teachers before the visit, during the visit and in

follow-up work after the visit.

The Museum retains the copyright of the resource pack although it can be

photocopied for educational purposes in connection with your visit.

Maps

Coach Access Map

Please ensure that a copy of this map is sent to your coach company to aid your

journey to and from the Museum.

Museum Site Map

The Museum site map should allow groups to find their way between the

locations. Of course a preliminary visit to the site by teachers is of great value in

route finding. If you feel that route finding may be a problem, please contact the

Education Office before the visit.

All adults with your group should be provided with a copy of the Museum site

map.

Chiltern Open Air Museum

This section provides a short description of the Museum.



Preparation

This section of the pack suggests ways in which you can prepare children and

group leaders for the visit so as to maximise the educational benefit.

Guidelines on Practical Matters

This section of the pack provides information about matters such as clothing,

packed lunches, arrival procedure, toilets, health and safety, etc.

Please ensure that you read this section carefully.

Suggested areas of consideration when preparing your risk

assessment

This generic evaluation covers many areas of the Museum site and is designed

to help you. Other evaluations for pre-booked workshops are available upon

request.

The Museum can provide additional information to aid the completion of county

documentation upon request. The Museum is unable to complete official

documentation on your behalf.

Education Service Accessibility Statement

This information is for all school groups visiting the Museum. It details access to

the buildings.



Information Sheets

There is an information and key notes sheet for each of the buildings that you

may use during your visit. Please read the sheets for each building carefully, as

they are designed to help you to develop your teaching strategies.

We strongly recommend that you purchase a Museum guidebook, which

provides information on all the buildings erected at the Museum.

If you require any help or more information please contact the Education Office.



Maps







Chiltern Open Air Museum
an introduction and preparation



Chiltern Open Air Museum

The Museum is set in 45 acres of parkland and woodland within the Chiltern Area

of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The Museum is home to over 30 historic buildings that have been rescued from

neglect and demolition. The buildings that can be seen at the Museum range

from a replica Iron Age House to a 1940s Prefab, although your group may

choose not to visit all of the buildings.

Many of the buildings are furnished as homes and places of work or worship.

They illustrate the technology used for heating, cooking and lighting and they

also contain the tools and machinery used by farmers, blacksmiths, cobblers and

other workers.

The Museum is a registered charity (no. 272381) and has been awarded three

Sandford Awards for Excellence in Heritage Education (1994, 1999 and 2004).

The Museum opened to the public in May 1981.

More information about the Museum can be found in the Museum Guidebook or

at www.coam.org.uk.



Preparation

Ideas for classroom preparation

1. Introduce the Museum:

 Chiltern Open Air Museum rescues historic buildings from demolition and

moves them piece-by-piece (like a big 3D jigsaw puzzle) to the Museum.

 All the buildings at the Museum have come from somewhere else in or

around the Chiltern area.

 Stress that it is an open-air (outdoor) museum and therefore will not look

like other museums that the children may have visited.

2. A simple timeline to put the buildings into context should include the periods:

 Iron Age (2000 years ago)

 Eighteenth Century

 Nineteenth Century

 1940s

An example timeline has been included in this resource pack.

3. Discussing the children’s own homes before the visit can help them to relate to

other people’s homes from long ago.

 Who knows what their house is made of (roof and walls)?

 How many rooms does their home have and what are they called?

 How is the house kept warm?

 How is their house lit at night?

 What is used for cooking?



4. Show the children an object from the past:

 What is it made from?

 How old is it?

 What was it used for?

 Do they have anything like it at home?

5. Discuss the importance of looking after ‘old things’ and what we can learn from

them.

6. The Museum is set in 45 acres of parkland and woodland and as such we ask

you to abide by the Countryside Code, a copy of which has been provided.

 Discuss with the children the importance of looking after the environment.

 Explain that the Museum has a working farmyard with goats and sheep

and is also visited at night by wild animals such as foxes and badgers.

 Encourage the children to design their own Countryside Code and then

compare it to the actual Code. (A video, created by ‘Creature Comforts’, is

available from The Countryside Agency’s website at

www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk).



To help you to have a stress-free, enjoyable visit

1. Ensure that you have read the following section “Guidelines on Practical

Matters” and that this information is made available to all teachers and adult

helpers involved in the visit.

2. A visit to the Museum before your actual school visit can help you plan your

day:

 Which buildings will you visit?

 What will you do at each building?

 Where are you in relation to your other sessions?

 Are there any artefacts that you want to mention in particular?

 Are there any particular issues that you need to be aware of?

All teachers are admitted free of charge to the Museum, whenever the

Museum is open to the public; just leave the name of your school at the Ticket

Office.

To speak to a member of staff during your pre-visit, please telephone the

Education Office to arrange a mutually agreeable time.

3. Ensure that all adults in your group have a copy of the information relevant to

your visit. This should include, as a minimum, a copy of the Museum’s site

map.

4. Decide what your group will be doing at each location. The information in this

resource pack is designed to help you.

5. If in doubt, please do not hesitate to contact the Education Office.



Practical Guidance



Guidelines on Practical Matters

This information is designed to help you plan a successful school visit to the

Museum. The details are all about practical matters – education guidance can be

found in the following sections of this pack.

BBEEFFOORREE YYOOUURR VVIISSIITT::

Literature: Please check that you have the following literature from the

Museum:

 Booking Form – You will receive two copies of this form from the Museum.

Please ensure that all the details are correct before signing and return one

copy to the Museum.

 Museum Leaflets – These leaflets have general information about the

Museum that you may find useful. Please let us know if you would like

additional copies.

 Postcards – These postcards are designed to provide information and

promote interest in your visit by both the children and their parents. Please

distribute these to the children before your visit.



First Aid and Safety:

Museum first aid kits are located in the Museum office, Blythe Road Pavilion

(ticket office and shop) and Wood End Café. Please be aware that these first aid

kits do not contain any medication (e.g. paracetamol or anti-histamine cream)

and we cannot provide or administer any medication at any time.

In an emergency please send an adult to one of the following:

Museum office

Blythe Road Pavilion (ticket office)

Wood End Café (open 12.00 – 16.00)

High Wycombe Toll House (this is usually manned throughout the day)

The nearest member of Museum staff, most of whom carry radios.

General help can be obtained from all Museum staff and Volunteers who can be

identified by their badges.

Asthma sufferers should have access to their medication throughout the day as

they could find conditions in the farmyard and Iron Age House uncomfortable.

The Museum strongly recommends that all children and adults should be

labelled with their school name. This helps Museum staff to identify which adults

and children are with particular school groups and in doing so aids security.

The Museum has Health & Safety and Child Protection Policies, with all Museum

Interpreters abiding by a Code of Behaviour whilst working with children. Copies

of these documents are available upon request. However, these documents do

not negate your responsibility to supervise the children in your school group at all

times. Chiltern Open Air Museum’s Public Liability Limit of Indemnity is £5000000

for any one incident, including costs.



Clothing:

Suitable clothing and footwear is essential – warm jumpers and waterproofs

could be needed for a day spent largely outside. Additionally strong shoes or

Wellington boots will be needed for the gravel paths and woodland trails. The

Museum does recommend that children are encouraged to wear their own old

clothes (e.g. long trousers are the most suitable) with their school sweatshirt or

your school tracksuits, where possible, so that they are able to participate fully

without fear of dirtying their school uniform while at the Museum.

If Wellingtons are brought, please put them into separate named bags.

Alternatively if the Wellingtons are not needed, they may be left on the coach at

the discretion of the coach company/driver, or the Museum can arrange storage

near the coach park.

In hot weather please ask the group members to bring large-brimmed hats, sun

cream and bottled water. Bottles of water can be re-filled during your visit from

many of the Museum’s cold-water standpipes.

Bags:

Please ask children to bring bags that they can carry easily (e.g. a rucksack). It is

usually sensible to carry your bags with you throughout the day, although you

may be asked to leave them outside some of the buildings visited.

The Museum strongly recommends that lunches be brought in plastic carrier

bags so that everything can be binned after the lunch break.

Please note that the Museum does not accept any responsibility for

damage to or loss of possessions as a result of bags being left in a

Museum building or elsewhere on site.



Preliminary Visits:

The Museum recommends a preliminary visit to acquaint you with the site. This

service is free of charge for the teachers leading the visit, with any accompanying

people paying the normal entrance fee.

These visits can be made at any time during public opening times, but if you wish

to discuss any aspects of your visit with a member of staff please contact the

Museum to arrange a mutually convenient time.

UUPPOONN AARRRRIIVVAALL ::

Teacher in Charge:

On arrival the teacher in charge should register at the ticket office and a member

of Museum staff will meet you there. Museum staff will be ready to meet you from

10.00 onwards; please do not arrive before this time.

In order to aid registration please have the following ready:

 The total number of children actually present.

 The total number of adults actually present.

 Confirmation of shop requirement.

 Payment (if not previously made).

Please leave at least 5 minutes to register.



Timetables:

If pre-booked workshops have been arranged then a timetable will be issued to

the class teachers on the day of their visit. The Museum cannot guarantee all

workshops will be available if your group arrives late or leaves before 14:00.

These timetables are designed to make your day run smoothly and therefore

more enjoyably. Please follow them as closely as possible.

On the day of your visit please contact the Museum if your group is delayed for

any reason (e.g. traffic problems), as this will enable the Museum to alter

timetables for pre-booked workshops where possible.

All other buildings can be visited by your class at any time, however please

remember that there may be other schools visiting the Museum on the day of

your visit. During the summer months undercover lunching facilities may be

timetabled to accommodate the total number of school children visiting on that

day.

Smart Cards:

These will be given to you upon arrival. Smart cards allow the children to visit the

Museum on non-educational visits free of charge during the season, as long as

one paying adult accompanies them. Please distribute these cards to the children

at the end of your day.



DDUURRIINNGG YYOOUURR VVIISSIITT::

Toilets:

There are toilets at the entrance (Caversham Public Convenience) and at the far

end of site near Wood End Café (Haversham Toilets). The Caversham toilets

have been adapted for wheelchair users.

Please note that the Museum does have some exhibition “privies” that must not

be used at any time.

Refreshments:

Please ensure that everyone brings a packed lunch and drink. Undercover lunch

areas, situated close to toilet facilities, are available to all schools. In hot weather

please ensure that all group members carry an extra drink. Bottles of water can

be re-filled during your visit from many of the Museum’s cold-water standpipes.

The Museum has a café, which is open from April until October, 11am until 4pm.

If you require ice creams or other items for your group, please telephone the

Museum to arrange this in advance.

Museum Shop:

Please indicate on your booking form whether or not you wish the children to visit

the shop during your visit. Please note that a maximum of 12 children are

allowed in the shop at any time and always with adult supervision.

You may choose to book souvenir packs as an alternative to visiting the shop.

Full details are provided on a separate information sheet enclosed.



UUPPOONN DDEEPPAARRTTUURREE::

Please ensure that all members of your group have all their belongings.

The teacher in charge should check at the Ticket Office/Shop before leaving, as

there may be a message for them.

If you have ordered souvenir packs, they will be ready for collection from the

Ticket Office/Shop upon departure.



Suggested areas of consideration
when preparing your risk assessment



Suggested areas of consideration

when preparing your risk assessment

Hazard Risk: 1 = High, 2 = Medium/High, 3 = Medium, 4 = Medium/Low, 5 = Low.

Significant
Hazard

Hazard
Risk
(1-5)

Safeguards

Asthma,
Excema and
other
allergies

5  School staff/parents are responsible for ensuring that children
with allergies are identified and that required medication is
carried with the sufferer.

 The Museum can provide vinyl gloves where necessary for
activities.

Inappropriate
Behaviour

5  The Museum operates a Child Protection Policy.
 Museum personnel abide by a code of behaviour whilst working

with children.
 School staff/parents are responsible for the behaviour of the

children in their group at all times.
 Museum personnel reserve the right to stop activities if children

are behaving in a dangerous manner.
Child Abuse 5  The Museum operates a Child Protection Policy.

 Museum personnel abide by a code of behaviour whilst working
with children.

 School staff/parents should accompany children at all times.
 Museum personnel clearly display a name badge at all times.

Lost Children 5  Museum Personnel in key positions carry radios that are
switched on and audible at all times.

 The Museum operates a Child Protection Policy.
 Museum personnel abide by a code of behaviour whilst working

with children.
 Written procedures are in place.
 School staff/parents to ensure that all children in their group are

accounted for at all times.
 Schools are strongly advised to ensure that all children are

identified with a school name badge.
Tripping and
Falling

4  The Museum provides practical guidelines to all schools and
youth groups before their visit.

 Museum personnel reserve the right to refuse entrance to a
group if footwear is deemed unsafe.

 School staff to carry first aid kits and at least one adult in their
group should have a current first aid qualification.

Bites and
Stings

5  School staff/parents to ensure that children with allergies to bites
and stings are identified and medication is carried with the
sufferer.



Plants and
Poisons

5  School staff/parents to ensure that children do not pick berries at
the Museum.

 School staff/parents to ensure that all children in their group are
aware of the dangers of putting some items in their mouths and
to wash their hands before eating and after touching plants and
animals.

Chill or
Sunstroke

5  Practical guidance is given to schools and youth groups prior to
their visit.

 School staff/parents to ensure that children have an extra drink in
hot weather and waterproofs in wet weather.

 School staff/parents to carry a first aid kit at all times and at least
one adult in their group should have a current first aid
qualification.

 Museum personnel in key positions carry radios that are
switched on and audible at all times.

Water
Hazards

5  Water hazards are clearly marked on all maps and have a visible
barrier around them.

 School Staff/parents are responsible for the children’s behaviour
at all times.

 School staff/parents to carry a first aid kit at all times and at least
one adult in their group should have a current first aid
qualification.

 Museum personnel in key positions carry radios that are
switched on and audible at all times.

Farm and
Wild Animals

5  School staff/parents to ensure that the farm animals are only to
be touched at their discretion (visitors should not disregard
barriers and notices).

 School staff/parents to ensure that the children wash their hands
after touching the animals and before touching their mouths or
eating.

 Practical guidance about E-coli is present around the site.
 The Museum provides relevant guidance for pregnant women

about risks during the lambing season.
 The Museum provides hand-washing facilities around the site

and Museum personnel will advise group leaders where these
can be found.

Climbing and
falling

5  School staff/parents to ensure that all children are supervised at
all times.

 School staff/parents are responsible for the children’s behaviour
at all times.

 Museum personnel reserve the right to discontinue activities led
by school staff/parents if they consider any part to be unsafe or
dangerous.



Museum
Equipment
used in
school and
youth group
visits.

5  Museum personnel are trained in the handling and use of
equipment.

 Where necessary Museum personnel provide instruction to
children as to the correct usage of equipment and materials.

 School staff/parents are responsible for the children’s behaviour
when using Museum equipment and materials.

 Museum personnel reserve the right to discontinue the use of
materials and equipment if children are behaving in a dangerous
manner.

 Museum personnel regularly inspect and maintain equipment.
Open Fires 4  Only Museum personnel are permitted to light fires and these are

always supervised.
 School staff/parents to ensure those children with asthma or

other respiratory problems are identified and that required
medication is carried with the sufferer.

 School staff/parents are responsible for the behaviour of the
children around fires and should respect all barriers or instruction
provided by the Museum.

 School staff/parents to carry a first aid kit at all times and at least
one adult in their group should have a current first aid
qualification.

 Museum personnel in key positions carry radios that are
switched on and audible at all times.

Adventure
Playground

4  School staff/parents should accompany children at all times.
 School Staff/parents are responsible for the children’s behaviour

at all times.
 School staff/parents to carry a first aid kit at all times and at least

one adult in their group should have a current first aid
qualification.

 Museum personnel in key positions carry radios that are
switched on and audible at all times.

 The Museum reserves the right to close the playground at any
time for maintenance or when conditions make the playground
dangerous.

Activity
Sessions

5  Museum personnel to provide instruction on the correct and safe
usage of any equipment to be used in an activity.

 School staff/parents should supervise the children and are
responsible for the behaviour of the children at all times.

 Museum personnel are to ensure that equipment and materials
used in an activity are not left unattended.

 Museum personnel reserve the right to cease all and any activity
if children are behaving in a dangerous manner.



Packed Lunch 5  School staff/parents are responsible for the children’s behaviour
at all times.

 School staff/parents should be aware (from notices and barriers)
of areas not accessible to the general public.

Vehicle
Movement

5  Written vehicle policy states that no vehicles are allowed on site
except emergency vehicles.

 In extenuating circumstances (for example craft fairs) the speed
limit of 5mph applies to vehicles on site. Museum personnel will
inform all parties involved in these cases.

 School staff/parents are responsible for the children’s behaviour
at all times.



Education service accessibility
statement



Education Service Accessibility Statement

Chiltern Open Air Museum is a museum of buildings in 45 acres of parkland and

woodland.

The Museum is working towards improving access and facilities for people

of all ages and abilities.

School groups containing one or a few children with special needs should be

aware of the following provisions and should notify the Education Office of any

requirements before the visit. For example: extra time may be needed for

moving around the site, Museum Interpreters need to know of any learning

difficulties and some activities requiring fine manipulation may need to be

adapted. All adults accompanying special needs children are admitted free of

charge and teachers are encouraged to bring adequate extra helpers for these

children.

All groups will need supervision and differing levels of help from the adult helpers

throughout the visit.

General provision for all visiting school parties.

With the exception of the woodland walk, our gravel and grass paths are

accessible for all users, although they are over rough terrain and varying

gradients, with grass pathways regularly mown to aid mobility. Full accessibility

for some paths is weather dependent. A map indicating suitable pathways is

available by request. If a group member(s) requires wheelchair access, the

pathway through the Victorian farmyard is the most suitable due to the nature of

the path surface and the opportunity to ‘rest’ in the farm’s stockyard. The Museum

strongly recommends that all teachers visit the Museum, free of charge, before

their school visit to plan their route carefully.



The distance directly from one end of the site to the other is about half a mile.

Access to each building differs and, as historic buildings, some are quite small.

Good group management by yourself and helpers is therefore required. Where

practical, buildings are provided with ramps. However, some buildings have

difficult or limited access; for example Rossway Granary is entered up a flight of

four open steps. Full details of access provision to the buildings you will visit at

the Museum are included in this information.

Currently there are two toilet blocks at the Museum, Caversham Public

Convenience (at the entrance) and Haversham Toilets (near Wood End Café).

Caversham Public Convenience has one men’s and one women’s cubicle

adapted for disabled use and accommodates most standard wheelchairs (though

not the large powered chairs). There is also a large cubicle in the Ladies’ side of

Haversham Toilets, although it does not contain any handrails.

Adult wheelchairs are available (at the Ticket Office/Shop) that can be pre-

booked if required; however no child-sized wheelchairs are available.



Access information for buildings used during your visit

Please note that the following information is for areas generally accessible to the

public. Barriers are in place in some buildings (for both your group’s safety and

for artefact conservation) and your group should not enter these areas.

Amersham Prefab  Wheelchair users are able to enter the prefab, with only a

small step into the entrance.

 Space is available in the back bedroom in order to allow the

wheelchair to be turned around safely.

 The hallway is wide enough to allow access for wheelchair

users, due to it being designed to accommodate the large

prams of the time.

 Using the path to the right of the prefab’s front door, the back

garden and kitchen can be seen.

 Good group management is required.

Arborfield Barn  Use the path directly opposite to Garston Forge and take the

right hand fork to the front of the building. Although it is

slightly uneven, it is the most suitable pathway through the

woods for wheelchair users and those with other mobility

difficulties.

 The interior is fully accessible to all users.

Didcot Cart Shed  Fully accessible to all users.

Garston Forge  There is a step into this building at the small door with a

small threshold step inside, however the building is easily

accessible using the double door entrance at the side of the

building. However please do not cross the barrier into the

hearth area.

 The floor is cobbled.



Henton Mission

Room

 There is a high threshold into the building that may be

negotiated with a wheelchair, however the interior is visible

from a covered front porch.

High Wycombe Toll

House

 Wheelchair users are able to enter the building over a very

small threshold at the front entrance, providing access to the

living room-cum-office, bedroom and kitchen.

 The washroom is inaccessible to wheelchair users due to a

step down and steep steps at the rear.

 Wheelchair users will need to exit the house through the

entrance, turning around in the bedroom doorway.

 The tollhouse is always manned and assistance in moving

barriers to aid access to all users can be sought at anytime.

 Good group management is required.

 The majority of the garden, following the main path around

the house, is accessible to all users, although uneven.

Iron Age House  Use the path directly opposite to Garston Forge. Although it

is slightly uneven it is the most suitable pathway through the

woods for wheelchair users and those with other mobility

difficulties and is unobstructed by tree roots etc.

 Within the Iron Age enclosure there are steep gradients and

uneven paths, but it is passable for all users.

 The floor of the Iron Age House is of compacted chalk and

flint, but heavy-duty matting has covered public access

areas. The whole of the interior open to the public is

accessible to all users. Please do not cross the rope barrier.



Leagrave Cottages  The 18th Century cottage does have a step going down into

the building, but if the straw plaiting activity has been chosen,

a more suitable location will be provided for groups with

wheelchair users.

 Viewing the inside of the 1920s cottage is possible, as is

moving through the cottage’s garden (some paving is

uneven), although the path is quite narrow.

Northolt Barn  The path around the wildlife pond can become quite muddy

during heavy rains; therefore we recommend that all visitors

use the pathway along the side of the building at these times.

Thame Vicarage

Room

 Fully Accessible to all users.

The Cabin  Fully accessible to all users.

Victorian Farmyard  Due to the nature of many of these buildings, some are not

accessible to wheelchair users (e.g. the granaries).

 The Yard is uneven but fully accessible, however care is

required during wet weather by all users.

 Borehamwood Cattle Byre can be entered through the right

hand door up a small step, however little manoeuvrability

around the building is possible for wheelchair users due to

the historic layout of the building.

 Marsworth Stable can be looked into from the doorway;

unfortunately there is a large threshold step into the building

itself. The raised path to the stable is accessible through the

small entrance gate to the farmyard or directly opposite the

stable door.

 Hill Farm Barn is fully accessible with a small step into the

barn; although the floor is slightly uneven the interior is fully

accessible for all users.



Information regarding buildings to be
seen at the Museum



Practical Notes:

Please do not let members of

your group cross any barriers.

They are there for your safety

and the conservation of the

building and its contents.

Please also request that

members of your group refrain from walking in or over the flower beds.

 You may like to divide your class into smaller groups for ease of movement in

and around the building.

You may wish to look at the prefab as a whole or at specific aspects, for

example materials and structures, homes, rationing or dig for victory.

Background Information:

The prefab was erected in 1947 at the Finch Lane Estate, Amersham,

Buckinghamshire. It was one of 90 on two sites in Amersham and part of a

government plan to provide housing for people living in overcrowded conditions:

there had been little house building during the war and bombing had destroyed

some of the existing stock (though there was little bomb damage in Amersham).

It was intended that the prefabs would be inhabited for only about ten years, and

INFORMATION SHEET

Amersham Prefab



then people would be moved to more permanent houses. In fact, this prefab was

inhabited until 1987. Shortly before it was due to be demolished by Amersham

Council it was dismantled and saved by the Museum. The prefab was rebuilt at

the Museum site in 1992 and furnished during 1993 with articles like the ones the

original residents remember having in the late 1940s. The front and back

gardens have been re-created: rose borders in the front, vegetables in the back.

The Universal Housing Company Limited, Rickmansworth, manufactured the

building in sections. It was then assembled on site. This process is called

prefabrication, hence the name “prefab”. Giving the short construction time (10

days with an experienced team, says the manual!) needed by an emergency

housing programme. The building rests on a concrete foundation. The walls are

composed of 26 units: metal frames filled with asbestos concrete moulded

sheeting on one side and plasterboard on the other side. (This use of non-

traditional materials allowed factory production of prefabricated sections and

avoided delays to the housing programme caused by shortages of more

conventional material such as bricks.) The units are bolted together and then

bolted to a pressed steel base plate. The roof is composed of 27 asbestos

concrete sheets. The windows are steel framed. The ceiling panels are

fibreboard. There are pine floorboards and internal dividers of plasterboard.

Please note that the asbestos in the asbestos concrete does not shed

fibres unless it is cut or abraded.



General Information:

 It was built in 1947.

 Prefabs were part of a government

housing plan.

 There had been little or no house

building during World War II.

 Non-traditional materials were used

because of the shortage of more

conventional materials, e.g. bricks.

 They were prefabricated (made in sections in factories).

 It is a temporary bungalow.

 The walls have 26 units (metal frames filled with asbestos concrete).

 The units were bolted together.

 Prefabs were only intended to be occupied for up to 10 years.

Who lived there?

 Anyone living in overcrowded houses (usually returning servicemen with their

wives or families who had been bombed out during World War II).

 People had to apply to live in a prefab.

KEY NOTES

Amersham Prefab



What is inside?

 In the kitchen there is a cooker and a fridge (there is no pantry).

 There is enamelware (saucepans, plates, cups etc.) and earthenware (clay

plates and cups).

 There is electricity – can you see a light switch?

 In the living room – can you see the wireless? (There is no television, as very

few houses had a T.V. set before the 1950s).

 All the photos inside are of a family that actually lived here.

 In the front bedroom there is some Meccano on the windowsill (does anyone

play with that at home?).

 There is an inside bathroom and toilet (in the 1940s many homes had outside

‘privies’).

Construction:

Asbestos concrete:

 Asbestos concrete sheeting covers the outer walls and roof.

Metal

The window frames are made from steel.

The asbestos concrete sheeting is bolted onto metal frames attached to a

pressed steel base plate.



Practical Notes:

 The entrance to the barn can

get very mudy and slippery in

wet weather, so please be

careful.

 The barn is being used to

store thatching straw, that will

be used to rethatch this

building. Therefore,

please do not allow any members of your group to climb on this straw.

You may like to divide your class into smaller groups for ease of movement

within the building.

You may wish to look at the barn as a whole or at specific aspects, for

example materials and structures, farming or mathematics.

Background Information:

This barn probably dates from around 1500, although this type of construction

had been used from at least the 13th Century. The barn was originally at Carters

Hill Farm at Arborfield, near Reading. It was dismantled in 1977 and rebuilt at the

Museum in 1980.

INFORMATION SHEET

Arborfield Barn



The barn is a cruck-framed building, with the weight of the roof and the walls

supported by four pairs of cruck blades. Cruck blades are curved beams made

from a single piece of wood that is split lengthways in half. This gives a pair of

identically curved timbers.

The walls consist of upright posts filled in with split oak wattles. All the timber

used in the barn is oak. The walls and cruck blades sit on a plinth wall made of

flint. The roof is thatched with wheat straw.

The entrance is unusual, being in an end bay, rather than the centre of the front

wall as is more common. There is no evidence that there was another doorway in

the rear wall of the barn, so the barn would not have been suitable to use for

threshing grain and was presumably used for storage purposes.



General Information:

 It came from Carters Hill Farm,

Arborfield, near Reading, Berks.

 The National Institute for

Research into Dairying donated it

in 1977. After repairs, it was re

erected in 1980.

 The split infills were installed in

April 1983 to restore its original

state.

 The thatch ridge was repaired in 1988.

 The original use was for storing corn, before threshing.

 The tithe (10%) of crops for the church was stored here.

Wood:

 The main framework of the barn, including the four cruck frames, is made of

oak timbers.

 The roofing materials are supported on wooden rafters.

 The joints are held together by wooden pegs.

 The wall infills are made from split oak.

 Each cruck is made from two halves of a split oak trunk.

 Oak was the preferred material, though elm and then any available timber

would also have been used.

KEY NOTES

Arborfield Barn



 Green (unseasoned) oak was used because seasoned oak is about the same

hardness as the iron tools used to work it.

 The joints were fixed in place by wooden (oak) pins. Oak contains tannic acid

and this would have destroyed any iron nails. Wooden pegs were also

cheaper than iron.

 The wall plate, the lowest horizontal timber, protects the ends of the crucks.

 The spaces between the parts of the frame are filled with woven split oak

panels. These were woven from green oak, which is naturally springy, though

they would have been steamed to make them suppler.

 The woven walls allow air to circulate through stored corn, keeping it dry.

Straw:

 The roof is covered in thatch.

 Wheat straw, used as thatch, sheds water from the roof. It should have an

effective life of 20 – 30 years depending on the variety and the local

microclimate. It does not last as long if it remains damp for long periods.

 The handful-sized bundles of straw, known as yealms, are placed in layers,

with the layer above overlapping the layer lower down the roof.

 Twisted hazel spars are used to hold the thatch in place.

Stone:

 Flints are used for the low plinth or wall because they are locally available and

more importantly, they stop groundwater from making the timbers wet, thus

preventing rot.



Practical Notes:

Please do not cross the barrier

into the hearth area for any

reason.

You may like to divide your class

into smaller groups for ease of

movement within the building.

You may wish to look at the building as a whole or at specific aspects such as

materials and structures or the village blacksmith.

Background Information:

This forge was built around 1860 at Garston, near Watford. The first blacksmith

in the new forge was George Freeman, but from the early 1860s until 1962

members of the Martin family carried on the trade in the forge. After it ceased to

be a forge, the building was used for storage until the site was sold for

development in 1982. The building was then donated to the Museum.

The building incorporates a wide variety of materials. The walls are made of

bricks, many of which have the initials JC cast in them, indicating their production

INFORMATION SHEET

Garston Forge.



at John Chapman’s brickworks at Bucknalls Lane, Garston. The forge was

originally in a yard and to recreate this environment, the Museum has built a brick

and flint wall outside. Such walls are typical of the Chiltern area, the flints being

cheaper than bricks and the combination providing a decorative effect. The roof

is covered with slate tiles. Many of these would have come by canal from North

Wales; their provenance is indicated by their colour (North Welsh slate is dark

grey, slate from Cumbria is purple). The roof has clay ridge tiles with decorative

points typical of the Victorian era. The floor of the forge reflects functional

constraints. The area where the horses would stand to be shod by the farrier has

timber baulks, providing a non-slip surface; bricks form the step by the door;

stone covers the floor around the hearth, providing a hard, fire-resistant working

surface.



General Information:

 The forge was built about 1860 at

the back of 51, Horseshoes lane,

Garston, near Watford.

 The first blacksmith was George

Freeman.

Part of the rear wall was originally

the garden wall.

 The forge was moved to and re-erected at the Museum between 1982 and

1984.

 The hearth is fro Naphill and matches the original foundations and date.

 The bellows are from Leavesden Hospital.

 The anvil was donated by Olive Entwhistle.

Construction:

Clay:

7200 bricks, made by J. Chapman, Bucknells Lane, Garston.

28 ridge tiles.

KEY NOTES

Garston Forge



Slate:

850 grey slate tiles from Wales, brought by canal.

Stone:

Set in the floor laid in the original pattern.

Leather:

Bellows, which are kept supple with an annual application of neats-foot oil.

Wood:

The roof frame, doors, door and window frames and made from wood.

16 wooden sleepers form the floor area where horses would have stood.

A very strong wood bench supports the vice.

Metal:

Door furnishings – hinges and hooks.

Tue iron in the hearth.

Cast iron tyring ring outside the door.

Iron firing ring.

Anvils.

Quenching trough.



Structures of note:

Hearth:

Brick built with one edge of the blue

engineering bricks.

Two spaces for fuel beneath the hearth.

The tue iron channels air from the bellows into

the hearth.

Bellows:

Leather, in a metal frame with a wooden handle.

Floor:

Sets – stone around the hearth provides a strong fireproof floor.

Sleepers – wood provides a non-slip surface for horses whilst a farrier shoes

them.

Tyring ring:

Cast iron (0.5 Tonne). This gives a level surface for putting iron tyres on

wooden wheels. The hole in the centre is for the hub.

Fire ring:

Contains a wood fire for heating the iron tyres before the wheelwright fits them

to the wooden wheels.



Practical Notes:

Please do not let members of your

group cross any barriers. They are

there for your safety and the

conservation of the building and its

contents.

You may like to divide your class into

smaller groups for ease of movement in

and around the building.

You may wish to look at the Mission

Room as a whole or at specific

aspects, for example materials and

structures or lifestyles.

Background Information:

The Mission Room was built in 1886, on ground let to the Rector and

Churchwardens of Chinnor by Magdalene College, Oxford – “for the purpose of a

mission room to be erected thereon” (Tenancy agreement, Magdalene College

1886) at an annual rent of one shilling.

INFORMATION SHEET

Henton Mission Room



The prefabricated building, which is in timber-framed sections bolted together

with an external cladding of corrugated iron, was supplied by Boulton and Paul of

Norwich (two delivery labels were found on the building during dismantling and

the company archivist supplied copies of contemporary catalogues).

Local residents supplied information about the interior (which had been

vandalised when found). The room contained fifty chairs arranged in rows either

side of the central aisle. There was a small altar table with two brass

candlesticks, in front of which stood a lectern and a harmonium. Two oil lamps

suspended from the ceiling lighted the room.

In Henton the building was referred to as the “little tin church”, where the Rector

of Chinnor came to preach once a month on a Sunday afternoon. Christenings

were performed, but the parents had to supply a bowl of water. Services were

held in the building until 1973.



General Information:

 Henton is a small Oxfordshire hamlet

under the north scarp of the Chilterns.

 It is part of the large parish of Chinnor.

 The Rector and Churchwardens had a

Mission Room built after calls from the

people of Henton, as there was no

church.

 The plot of ground was rented from

Magdelen College, Oxford. The rent was

one shilling per year.

 Boulton and Paul of Norwich supplied

the building. It does not seem to be a

standard catalogue item, but a

modification.

 This style of building was usually used for mission churches throughout the

British Empire, and for non-conformist chapels.

 It was built in 1886.

 Services were held once a month.

 Parents had to provide a bowl of water for christenings, along with their child!

 Two oil lamps suspended from the roof by chains provided light.

KEY NOTES

Henton Mission Room



Wood:

 The building’s main structure is a wooden framework made of 5cm x 5cm

timbers.

 The floorboards are of wood.

 The frame is clad on the inside with tongue and groove board. This provides

some insulation, soundproofing and a more aesthetic appearance.

 The altar rail and the plinth the altar table stands on are made of wood.

Felt:

 The first covering layer on the outside of the frame is a layer of felt 6mm thick.

 This provides insulation and some soundproofing.

Brick:

 There is a low brick wall or plinth to protect the iron and wood from

groundwater.

Metal:

 A metal base plate sits on top of the plinth, under the wooden frame.

 The outermost layer is corrugated iron sheets painted with red oxide rust

protector.

 A steel tie beam is used to prevent the weight of the roof from pushing the

walls outwards.

 Bolts fasten the wooden sub-frames together.

 Screws fasten both layers of cladding, inner and outer, to the frames.



Practical Notes:

Please do not let

members of your group

cross any barriers. They

are there for your safety

and the conservation of

the building and its

contents.

Please also request that

members of your group

refrain from walking in or over the flower beds.

Please be aware that there are steps at the back of the house that are steep

and poorly lit.

You may like to divide your class into smaller groups for ease of movement in

and around the building.

You may wish to look at the toll house as a whole or at specific aspects, for

example materials and structures, homes or roads and transport.

INFORMATION SHEET

High Wycombe Toll House



Background Information:

The Toll House was built in 1826 at High Wycombe for the collection of tolls on

the London to Oxford road. Constructed of locally made bricks, it has a slate roof

and a central chimneystack. Its “Gothic” features (Victorian versions of medieval

originals) include pointed arches over the windows and door, and the castellated

parapet (though please note that this is plain at the back of the house, which is

out of sight of the road). The collection of tolls ceased in 1867 after which the

house became a labourer’s home, then a store for a cricket ground and a chair

maker’s workshop. After damage by a run-away vehicle, the building was

dismantled in 1977 and rebuilt at the Museum between 1983 and 1990.

The house is furnished as it might have been during the 1860s when it was last

used for collecting tolls. There is an office-cum-living room, one bedroom, a

kitchen, and to the rear, added later in the nineteenth century, a washhouse and

privy (the latter is entered from outside the building). The kitchen has a small

stove for cooking and a stone sink with a cast iron water pump.

Census returns give us the following information about some of the inhabitants:

1841 – Thomas Brickwell, a toll collector, with his wife Margaret and children

Mary Ann (11), James (9) and Martha (6).

1851 – Thomas Gardener, toll collector (bachelor).

(1867 toll gate ceased to operate)

1871 – William Buckle, a labourer, with his wife Ann, a laundress, and son, Ezra,

also a labourer.



1881 – Thos. Wethered, a carman, with his wife Adelaide and children Eliza,

Ammie and William.

1891 – Samuel Norcott, a chair turner, with his wife Eliza.



General Information:

 It was built in 1826.

 It was on the London to

Oxford road.

 Tolls were collected from

anyone with animals and

vehicles using the road.

 The Royal Mail postal

service was exempt from

this charge.

 It is a home and a place of work.

 The outside privy was added after the house was built (as was the wash

house).

Who lived there?

 The Toll Gate Keeper and his family lived here.

 In 1841, Thomas Brickwell (toll collector), his wife and 3 children lived there.

(The children were Mary Ann, 11, James, 9, Martha, 6).

 In 1867 it became a labourer’s cottage, as tolls were no longer collected.

KEY NOTES

High Wycombe Toll House



What is inside?

 An office-cum-living room.

 One bedroom.

 A kitchen.

 A wash room (added later).

 The kitchen has a stove and a cast iron water pump.

 The toll house is furnished as it would have been in the 1860s.

Can you see the following?

 A fireplace (this was always ‘blacked’ once a week).

 An arm chair.

 A rag rug.

 A desk.

Construction:

Clay:

 The bricks were made locally in Chesham.

 The brick chimneystack is octagonal in shape.

 ‘Dog-leg’ bricks were used at the front of the house to create angled walls

allowing the road to be seen clearly from anywhere in the front room.

 The pointed arches over the windows and door and a castellated parapet on

top of the brickwork represent ‘Gothic’ features.

Slate:

The roof is covered with slate tiles.



Practical Notes:

Please note that the path to the

Iron Age House slopes in places

and can be slippery in wet

weather. Ensure that the children

walk and do not rush ahead.

 The house is surrounded by a

ditch and a bank on top of which

is a fence.

Children and adults can sit on the benches around the house.

Please do not cross the rope barrier.

Background Information:

The Iron Age House differs from the rest of the Museum’s collection in that it is a

replica rather than an original building.

Construction of the roundhouse began in 1995 and should be fully completed in

2005. It is not based on one specific excavation but incorporates features from

several sites within the Chiltern area.

INFORMATION SHEET

Iron Age House.



This replica uses a ring of oak posts, with the gaps between the posts filled with

woven hazel (wattle). The walls are being daubed, which provides extremely

efficient insulation. The roof rafters are made of ash covered with a thatch of

wheat straw, tied in place with a mixture of twine and some sparring held

together with sways. The roof eaves overhang the wall to protect the daub from

being eroded by rain. Telltale archaeological features that remain from original

roundhouses are lush vegetation surrounding them and the drip trench by the

door. Based on local evidence the floor has been laid with rounded flints and

compacted chalk.

It is thought that a building of this size would have housed a family unit, and the

interior of the Iron Age House depicts a home of around 50 AD.

Inside there is a clay hearth for the fire and a circular wooden lid on the floor that

covers a clay-lined pit. This pit may have been used for storing food and is

sometimes referred to during the activity as the ‘fridge’. A new domed clay oven

has been built.

Smoke from the fire rises to the top of the house and then finds its way out

through the thatch without the need for any kind of chimney or other opening.

The layer of smoke that is produced acts efficiently as a fire precaution as it

inhibits sparks from the fire from reaching the thatched roof. This is because the

smoke layer contains very little oxygen to support combustion and therefore

sparks are extinguished. The layer of smoke also protects the thatched roof from

damage by vermin, especially squirrels.

The surrounding ditch and bank with a fence on top were intended to keep

animals out of the enclosure: wild animals living in the woodland 2000 years ago

included bears, wild boar and wolves.



Location:

Iron Age House enclosure.

General Information:

Not based on one excavation but

incorporates features from several

sites.

 The only reconstructed building in the

Museum.

Depicts a home of around 50AD, the end of the Iron Age.

 The surrounding wattle palisade and ditch protected the house from wild

animals.

All of the materials used to make the house would have been found locally.

Who lived there?

A family unit – e.g. parents, children and maybe even grandparents, would

have used the house.

Celts lived in these houses even after the Romans conquered Britain.

Celts were tribes of people living in Western Europe.

 They had a common language and culture.

 The tribe of Celts that lived in the Chiltern area were called Catuvellauni.

KEY NOTES

Iron Age House.



What is inside?

A fire hearth lined with clay.

A wooden lid covering a clay-lined pit– this pit is always at a temperature of

12oC.

Clay pots and jugs.

A bronze cauldron that would be heated over the hearth.

Sheepskins (to provide warmth).

A quern to grind the corn.

No chimney – a smoke layer would from above head height and the smoke

would disperse through the straw.

Construction:

Wood:

A ring of thirteen oak posts, with the ends inserted about half a metre into the

ground, supports the entire structure.

Oak and hornbeam wall plates, one of which forms the door lintel, make a ring

joining the tops of the posts.

 The roof rafters are ash. Three principal rafters meet at the apex of the

building. A ring and cross members support them, and the other 24 rafters,

one third of the way down.

 The rafters are tied onto the wall plates and are also held by wooden pegs.

Hazel spars cross the rafters and are tied on.

 The spaces between the posts are in filled by woven hazel called wattle.

 The wattle is then daubed using a mixture of clay, dung, straw and small

stones.

Straw:

Wheat straw thatch is tied onto the roof with spars. There is no smoke hole

(chimney).



Binding Material:

Binder twine holds the rafters together. Health and Safety regulations specified

this material, although traditional materials would have been linen twine made

from flax or twine made from nettle fibres, twisted brambles, twisted hazel or

honeysuckle.

Clay:

The hearth is made from clay.

The domed oven is made from clay.

The ‘fridge’, a hole in the floor, is lined with wattle coated with clay. A wooden

lid keeps it covered and it remains at 12oC throughout the year.



Practical Notes:

Please do not let members of your

group cross any barriers. They are

there for your safety and the

conservation of the building and its

contents.

You may like to divide your class

into smaller groups for ease of

access around the building.

You may wish to look at the cottages as a whole or at specific aspects, for

example materials and structures or homes.

Background Information:

There are two cottages, side by side, which have been restored to show two

periods in the life of this building. The cottage nearest the road interprets the 18th

Century and the cottage with the fenced garden depicts the cottage in the 1920s.

The building come from Leagrave, near Luton and was rescued by the Museum

after it had been condemned as unfit for human habitation in 1982.

INFORMATION SHEET

Leagrave Cottages



A careful survey of the building and other research has revealed a fascinating

history that is summarised here:

1. The building started life in the early eighteenth century as an agricultural

building, thatched with long straw and weather boarded on all sides with

central double doors at the front.

2. In the late eighteenth Century the barn was converted into two labourers’

cottages: the chimneystack and bread ovens were built, doors and

windows were inserted, and an upper floor was put into the building. The

Museum has restored the cottage next to the road to this period in the

building’s history. The form and furnishings of this cottage are appropriate

for the 1770s.

3. Many alterations were made in the nineteenth and early twentieth

Centuries. Larger window openings were made, the weatherboarding was

stripped off the back wall and replaced by lath and plaster, and later brick

infill replaced the weatherboarding on the front wall. Extensions were built

on the front and one gable end. The Museum has restored the cottage

further from the road as it might have been in the 1920s. Although by this

date the bread oven was no longer in use and a range had replaced the

open hearth, there is in fact little difference from the 1770s cottage in

terms of internal living space.

A census of 1851 reveals that the Thomas family lived in one of the cottages –

Joseph, agricultural labourer, with his wife Rebecca, a straw plaiter, and children

Emma 17, Esther 12, Caroline 6, (all listed as straw plaiters), Joseph 3 and

Dinah 6 months. The last occupiers of one of the cottages before the 1920s

alterations were the Marks family. Mr. Marks mentioned when he was

interviewed in 1984 aged 101, that as he was a tall man he used to knock his

head on the doorways. Mrs. Marks’ memories were of black leading the grate

and whitening the hearth.



General Information:

 These cottages started as a barn in

the early 18th Century.

 Converted in the late 18th Century into

2 cottages.

 Alterations were made in the 19th and

early 20th Centuries.

 Both cottages have one room downstairs and one room upstairs.

Who lived there?

 In the late 18th Century they were labourers’ cottages.

 In 1851 the Thomas family lived in one of the cottages (Joseph, his wife and 5

children).

 Mrs. Thomas and 3 of the children were straw plaiters (they plaited straw for

straw hats, etc.)

 The last occupiers were the Marks family; Mr. Marks was a tall man and used

to knock his head on the doorways.

 The cottages were condemned twice as they were not suitable for human

habitation.

KEY NOTES

Leagrave Cottages



What is inside?

In the 18th Century side (that nearest to the road):

 An open hearth

 A bread oven (these were a privilege – but remember to put a cross on the

top of the bread to ward off evil spirits).

In the 1920s side:

 A range has replaced the open hearth – this would have been ‘blacked’ once

a week.

 A pantry has been made to separate the living and kitchen space.

Construction:

Straw:

 The roof is thatched with wheat straw.

Clay:

 Both cottages are built on a brick plinth.

 A brick infill replaced the weather boarding at the front of the 1920s cottage.

Wood:

 The cottages are timber framed.

 The 18th Century cottage is weatherboarded.

Glass:

 The windows in the 18th Century cottage are of blown glass and you can see

the base of this sheet in one of the panes on the rear wall.



Lath and plaster:

 The weatherboarding to the rear of the 1920s cottage has been replaced with

lath and plaster.

Lead:

 Some of the windows in the 18th Century cottage have panes separated by

leadwork.


