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THAME VICARAGE ROOM 
 

 

1. ORIGINAL LOCATION 

 Lashlake Road, Thame, Oxfordshire, in the grounds of the 

Vicarage.  Dismantled at 58, Bierton Road, Aylesbury, 

Buckinghamshire. 

 

2. DISMANTLING 

 

2.1 Reason:   The site had been sold to developers who would have 

bulldozed the building. 

 

2.2 It was a unique opportunity to acquire a “Village hall” building. 

 

2.3 Team:   Museum Volunteers, supervised by James Moir. 

 

2.4 Dates:   Interior stripped September 1988.  Dismantled 22nd 

January - 5th February 1989. 

 

2.5 A mummified cat was found under the floor. 

 

3. RE-ERECTION 

 

3.1 Team:   Frame repaired and erected by John Hyde-Trutch, building 

completed by volunteers under Pat Lapham. 

 

3.2 Dates:   Repair work:  13th July - 29th September 1989 

    Re-erected:     Floor set up August 1989 

    Frame:       8th September to 28th September 1989 

    Completed:    May 1990 

 

4. REPAIR WORK 

 

4.1 Construction details: It is a wooden framed pre-fabricated 

building. It is supported on cast-iron cases, formed with a saddle to 

clasp the timbers. They are along each side and under the two 

central floor support beams. The sections are bolted together, the 

long sides are in two sections, the end walls split horizontally on 

the tie-beam. Two tie-rods span the width of the building. 

The roof is covered with corrugated iron, with a ventilation cupola 

on the ridge. Windows are on each long side and either side of the 
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doors in the front, or south, wall. The glass is tinted yellow/green. 

There is a single door in the east wall at the back. 

 

4.2 The centre cills were replaced, as was one half of one outer cill. 

One rafter, and two collars replaced. Approximately 85% of the 

frame is original. 

 

4.3 The cill sits on sixteen cast iron bases, all are original. 

 

4.4 The cills are joined in the centre by a tabled-scarf with squinted 

butts, held with folding wedges and bolted. 

 

4.5 Exterior Cladding:  The original cladding was made by the Wire 

Wove Waterproof Roofing Company (delivery notes were found 

during dismantling.) and was an early form of roofing felt.  It was not 

possible to put this back, or re-create it, so modern roofing felt was 

used. 

 Some panels were reversed for re-painting in 1999. 

  

4.6 The cover strips are mostly original, as are the window frames and 

doors. 

 Many were repaired in 1999. 

 

4.7 The building was painted with Sikkens Alphatex IQ, in maroon and 

cream, matched to the original colours by paint specialists 

Potmolen Paint. It was completely re-painted during the summer of 

1999, using paint supplied by Farrow & Ball. The colours are 

Fenton Red and Cream. 

 

4.8 The corrugated iron on the roof is new, but the ridge coping is 

original. 

 

4.9 The ridge finials originally extended above the roof, but this was 

not the case when the building was dismantled. 

 

4.10 All the small panes of glass, except those in the window next to the 

single door, are original. All the glass in the window opposite the 

single door is also original. The rest of the glass has been replaced, 

matched to the original.  (Fischer Glass, supplied by The Glass 

Market, Wooburn Green). 
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 One pane was replaced in 1999, supplied by James Hetley & Co. of 

London. 

 

4.11 The walls, though tenoned into the cills, are also fixed by metal 

straps, screwed to the studs and bolted underneath the cills. 

 

4.12 Interior:  The upper wall panels are new hardboard, covered with 

brown paper, with the joins covered with a large proportion of the 

original mouldings.  Painted with eggshell paint, a 3:2 mixture of 

Dulux “Sunkissed” with Dulux “Nursery”. Re-painted in January 

2003 by Chris Maynard. 

 

 The original panels were a paper sack material, painted with lead 

pigment, which could not be reproduced. 

 

4.13 The lower wall (dado) boarding, ceiling and gable boarding at the 

clock end is the original boarding in its correct position, with some 

replacements taken from the boarding above the double doors. The 

boarding now above the doors is new. The boards have been re-

stained. 

 

4.14 The floor boards are new, but made to the original size. The stages 

along the end wall are made from the original floorboards, and are 

made to a size suggested by a paint line on the dado. 

 

4.15 The clock came with the building, but is much older. 

 

4.16 Two windows were repaired in 1999.  

 

4.17 The floorboards at the doorway were replaced in January 2001. 
 

4.18   The end window on the west wall was replaced in March 2004. 

 

4.19 Major repair work was carried out between Dec. 2007 & June

 2008. The front gable had developed a list to the east, causing the 

 glass in three of the windows to break; another pane on the west 

 side had also been broken.   

  

 The front was stripped back to the frame and straightened up. 

 Tightly fitting plywood sheets were placed in each panel as 

 ‘stiffeners’.  
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 A new window cill was made and fitted to the east window and 

 studs were repaired. One stud was replaced. 

 A window on the west side was removed for repair and re-glazing. 

 Two of the windows at the front were repaired. 

 The cill for the window nearest the side door was replaced. 

 A permeable membrane was fitted before the cladding was put 

 back. 

 Many of the cover strips were repaired or replaced. 

 The front doors were removed for repair. One style was replaced 

 and one repaired, all the boarding was replaced. 

 The cill beam was repaired under the front doors, and some of the 

 doorway floor boards replaced. 

 The two upper windows at the front were removed for repair, and 

 the correct glass fitted. 

 The glass used is ‘Cathedral’ glass supplied by Pearsons Glass Ltd 

 of Greenford, it is a better match than the previous glass. 

 

 The repair and/or replacement of cover strips was continued around 

 the building, and a fresh coat of paint applied all round except for 

 the roof, guttering and the front gable. 

 

 The stone ramp was re-graded to a continuous slope in Feb. 

 2008. 

 

5. ALTERATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

 

5.1 An early photograph taken at Thame shows a porch on the front. 

This was not present when the building was dismantled. 

 

5.2 The tortoise stove is not original, but is typical of the type of 

heating installed.  The original stove had its flue extending out of 

the bottom panel. It was fitted with a new steel jacket over the 

winter 2000/1 by Brian Hale. New fire bricks have been made and 

fitted, allowing it to be lit. These bricks were made from the 

original moulds, lent to us by Taylor and Portway Ltd who 

originally manufactured the stove.  A guard has been made for it.

  

 

5.3 The brick and flint walls are new. The side wall is in the same 

position as the original wall at Thame, but that wall was of 

limestone. Brick and flint walls are typical of the Chilterns. 

 



Thame  Page 5 

 

16.12.08 

5.4 A wrought iron fence has been erected along one side, again a 

familiar Chiltern scene. A box hedge was planted alongside in 

February 1992, the fence was erected over the winter 1993/4. 

 

5.5       An alarm has been fitted. 

 

5.6 An electricity supply has been installed. 

 

5.7 A hopscotch path was laid along the east side in Feb. 2008  

 

 

6. COST OF RE-ERECTION =  £7,314 

 

 

7. RESEARCH / BACKGROUND 

 

7.1 Originally built in 1896 

 

7.2 Events held in the Vicarage Room from the Thame Gazette: 

 

 12 September 1905 Refreshments served by the Ladies after the              

Church Lads Brigade Parade. 

 26th December 1905   Bible Class Social. 

 30th January 1912    Monthly meetings of the Church of England 

     Temperance Society. 

 21st January 1913    “Social” of the Church of England Men’s      

Society. 

 18th February 1913   Lecture. 

 

 

7.3 Decision to build a new Church Hall in Nelson Street taken in 

January 1912.  Foundation stone laid by Mrs P J D Wykeham of 

Tythrop House, Thame on 14th July 1913. Opened by the Warden 

of New College, Oxford, in October 1913. Church of England 

Men’s Society met in the Church Hall in October 1913. 

 

7.4 The building was put up for Auction in 1913 and bought by the 

Auctioneer who moved it to his own premises in Aylesbury. His 

Grandson, John Milburn, donated it to the Museum. 

 

7.5 Student, Clare Willoughby, helped with the repair and re-erection 

of the Vicarage Room and has recorded it in her thesis, “Timber 
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Framed Buildings; their Repair and Preservation”, which can be 

read in the Museum Library. 

 

7.6 The Vicarage Room was officially opened by Mrs Anne 

Midwinter, Mayor of Thame on 28th May 1990. 

 

7.7 A small brass plate on the wall inside is dedicated to the Reverend 

J.I.Cohen who instigated the erection of the building. It is dated 

December 13th 1894. 

 

8. FUTURE USE & DEVELOPMENT 

 

8.1 The Vicarage Room is the Museum’s Education Centre but is also 

extensively used for exhibitions, fund raising and special events.  

(See Museum leaflets for forthcoming events). 

 

8.2 A harmonium has been installed. 

 

8.3 It is intended to hang a metal gate in the front wall. 

 

8.4 The stove pipes have rusted through and will have to be replaced. 

 

8.5 A paving slab path will be laid to join up with the path by the 

MSLs. 

 


